[Present trends in the treatment of occlusive diseases of the peripheral arteries of the lower extremities].
Occlusive diseases of arteries of the lower extremities with underlying atherosclerosis present a serious medical problem. Despite some generally accepted principles, the diagnostic and therapeutic process in this disease keeps constantly developing. The author deals not only with verified therapeutic procedures such as reconstructive surgery of arteries, endarterectomy, profundoplastics, sympathectomy, but also with the diapeutic method of treatment, percutaneous transluminal angioplasty, which is being used ever more frequently. In indicated cases, percutaneous transluminal angioplasty is considered to be the alternative method to arterial reconstructive surgery. The algorithm of treatment applied in the author's department is presented.